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OVERCOMING CHALLENGE AND 
FINDING A WAY FOR FRIENDSHIP 
When the pandemic swept in, Friendship Circle was on an upswing 
with a trajectory for growth. A three- to five-year Strategic Plan had 
been developed and was ready to be implemented. Several key 
objectives, organizational goals, and key areas of expansion would 
lift the organization to new heights, broadening Friendship Circle’s 
reach and providing much-needed friendship and connection to 
more children of all abilities and their families.

Then, the pandemic’s spread led to closure of the Friendship Circle 
building. With most staff working remotely due to safety protocols, 
Friendship Circle quickly pivoted to provide new and resourceful 
ways to bring vital friendship and connection to children of all 
abilities and their families, including an array of virtual programs. 

The new programs helped to significantly reduce the isolation and 
loneliness brought on by the pandemic. Families felt relief that their 
children were enjoying some social interaction, and parents felt a 
sense of connection.

Friends@Home visits continued through COVID-19, mostly 
virtual, but some ventured out for porch visits to say hello and 
give the children real face-to-face social interaction. 

Alan’s mom wrote FC a note:

Every weekday, over 50 children socialized for several 
hours on Friendship Island virtual Summer Camp;  
This has been so successful that children with 
disabilities from all over the USA joined in.

Jared’s mom wrote to FC after discovering
the program: 

Thank you for lifting my son out of depression 
with this fabulous social opportunity.

Our son Alan was experiencing a real low point in his 
life. Ben’s weekly visits and then his ensuing virtual 
friendship is what I believe contributed the most to get 
him through this tough time to a much better place. No 
doctor, therapist, or anyone else was able to give my
son what he needed the most.

THE MISSION
To spark friendship, connection, and support for children of all 
abilities, their families, and Jewish teens.

THE VISION
An elevated community by realizing the special soul within  
each individual.

TOGETHER, WE’LL MAKE IT HAPPEN
When you partner with Friendship Circle, you will make friendship 
happen for hundreds of children who thirst for companionship 
and joy. Please help Friendship Circle Turn Challenge into 
Triumph… because Every child deserves a friend. Let’s make it 
happen, together.

Grow 
the number
of children

being served
from 200 

to 360

CHILDREN
New creative 
programs with 

measurable 
values

PROGRAM 
EXPANSION

PROGRAMS

Grow 
the number

of teen friends
from 250

to 500

TEENS

AN ARRAY OF IN-PERSON PROGRAMS
For Children of All Abilities
 Better Together
 Exceptional Jewish Spirit
 Friends@Friendship Circle
 Friendship Social
 Fun Days
 Kiddie Circle
 Summer and Winter Camps
 Sunday Circle
 Teen Scene Boys/Girls
 Young Adult Division Men/Women

For Families
 Holiday Events
 Parent Support and Networking
 Shabbat Dinners
 Sibling Support

For Teens
 B’nei Mitzvah Projects
 Teen Education Seminars
 Teen Leadership Board
 Weinberg Friendship Award

Personnel
It’s all about WHO

Financial Sustainability
A plan for sustainability

Program Analysis and Innovation
Program alignment with the mission and 
program growth

Let There Be Light
Mission, Vision and Values  
permeate the organization

Capital Improvements
Building upgrades to better suit programs

Marketing and Communication
A comprehensive marketing plan

FRIENDSHIP 360

GOALS

Strategic Objectives
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Friendship Circle of Cleveland is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation and all contributions are tax deductible as allowed by law.

of Cleveland

Yes, I would like to Make Friendship Happen! 2022 Partnership Commitment $ _____________________

1.	 ¡ I am donating my commitment in full.
2.	¡ Please bill me $ __________
3.	¡ We will raise or donate the total through our My Walk 4 Friends Team.

Name _________________________________________________________________________
Company ________________________________________
Email _____________________________________________
Phone ( _____ ) _____ - ___________________ Ext. __________
Billing Address _______________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
For check, please make payment to Friendship Circle of Cleveland. For credit card, please provide information below.
___________________________________________________

Credit Card # _________________________________________

Exp. Date  __________ / __________  CVV ________

Name on Card  ________________________________________

Signature ____________________________________________

THANK YOU!
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PRESENTING PARTNERS

PARTNERS

SPONSOR

President Circle	 $50,000
Leadership Circle	 $36,000

Platinum Circle		      $25,000
Diamond Circle		      $18,000
Gold Circle		      $10,000
Silver Circle		      $5,000
Bronze Circle 		      $2,500

Chai sponsor		      $1,800




